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A growing crowd
watches Western

Electric play at the
Great Falls Village

Centre June 6.
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See Sounds,  Page 7

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Great Falls Village Centre kicked off
its Summer Concerts on the Green Sun
day, June 6 with a performance by local
country band Western Electric. A local

country band, they played a mix of country standards
and original tunes that kicked off the summer sea-
son right for more than 100 people who attended
the show.

Though it rained early in the day Sunday, the sun
was out by the time the concert began, and there
was no shortage of people filling the green. Consist-
ing of an acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass, drums
and pedal steel guitar, the group took the bandstand
at the center of the green just after 6 p.m. They
quickly got the crowd into the mood by playing
Johnny Cash’s “Folsom Prison Blues.”

While they kept things light for most of the con-
cert, they also managed to pay tribute to the men
and women of the armed forces. Lead singer Bennie
Potter asked the audience to take a moment to rec-
ognize that “one of the reasons we can be here to-
night in such a great place is because of the men and
women serving our country.”

After that, the band broke into “Gold Star Mother,”
a song dedicated to the group of mothers who have
lost children in combat.

MEMBERS OF THE CROWD found their places
on the lawn, with some setting up camp chairs, and
others with more elaborate set-ups with tables and
finger foods. Some people paid attention to the band
like they were in an arena, while others just used
the music as a backdrop for walking their dog, play-

ing catch or browsing through the shops on the green.
While most of their parents sat and enjoyed time

with friends and family, for the children of Great Falls,
the concerts offer a chance to play with friends they
don’t otherwise see.

“I’ve been coming to these concerts every week
since I was 3,” said Cammie Sharron, who goes to
Forestville Elementary School. “I like seeing old
friends here, the ones that don’t go to my school.”

The concert is the first in the series, which will
take place every Sunday from 6-8 p.m., concluding

Western Electric provides
honky-tonk beginning to
weekly shows.

Great Falls Kicks Off
Summer Concert Series

Members of Western Electric kick off the
Summer Concerts on the Green June 6 at
the Great Falls Village Centre.

The crowd sets
up at the Great
Falls Village
Centre for the
Western Elec-
tric concert.
Though it
rained early in
the day, it
didn’t dissuade
more than 100
people from
coming out
and catching
the first con-
cert of the
summer.

Photos by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

What is your favorite part about Great
Falls summer concerts?

— Alex McVeigh

Viewpoints

Jenna
Zimmerman,
pictured with
Cammie Charron,
Jessica York, Elise
Doucet, Casey
Charron and Nick
Turletes, Great
Falls students

“We like to
come here and
have fun outdoors
with all of our
friends.”

Robin Rentsch,
Great Falls, volunteer

“A lot of the community comes
together, and I love to watch the
little kids dance, especially the
little girls in their cute dresses.”

Eleanor Anderson,
Great Falls, retired government
employee

“I like to see people using the
Village Centre as a gathering place
for the community.”

Sharon Flaesch,
Great Falls, homemaker

“The kids have fun, they run
around and see their friends. It’s
just a nice small-town thing to do.
It’s one of the things that makes
Great Falls great.”

John Burke,
Great Falls, business owner

“Things like this are one of the
reasons we moved here. It’s a great
community gathering spot, and we
come every Sunday.”
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By Donna Manz

The Connection

B
lacksmithing may have waned over
the past 100 years, but it’s not dead.
Artisans of the Blacksmiths’ Guild of
the Potomac, Inc. practice their craft

and pass on this link to horse-dependent days
through public demonstrations.

Rather than visiting Colonial Williamsburg
for blacksmithing demonstrations, the next
best thing in the area is Colvin Run Mill where
skilled blacksmiths forge tools and ornamen-
tal iron pieces. Pat McGuire of Herndon is one
of them.

“I learned by taking a beginning blacksmith’s
class at the Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac,
and I’ve been a member ever since,” said
McGuire. That was 14 years ago.

OUTSIDE A BARN at Colvin Run Mill,
McGuire’s blacksmith workshop is set up. In
the raised hearth, intense coals heat the iron
to a pliable state. By hand, McGuire turns a
handle on a fan that increases the intensity of

in the day,” forging horseshoes for his farm’s
horses. Meadows said that he, too, learned new
things about blacksmithing, among them that
hot weather is more conducive to the process
of forging than cold weather is because ambi-
ent cold cools the metal too quickly. “I would
have thought it was just the opposite,” Mead-
ows said.

After the Meadows’ interaction with black-
smith McGuire, Phil Meadows said that
blacksmithing is a craft that he would enjoy
learning to do.

“Blacksmithing takes a lot of skill and pa-
tience,” said Phil Meadows. “There’s an art to
it, to take a raw piece of metal and turn it into
something beautiful.”

COLVIN RUN MILL offers free blacksmithing
demonstrations on Sunday, July 11 and Aug.
1, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Membership in the Blacksmiths’ Guild of the
Potomac, Inc. stretches from Virginia, Mary-
land and Washington, D.C. to West Virginia and
Pennsylvania. Interest, not expertise, is the only
requirement for joining the Guild. For more
information on the art of blacksmithing or to
register for classes, see http://www.bgop.org/

the fire. The more air McGuire produces, the
hotter the fire gets. He figured out once that,
for each turn of the handle, there are 40 turns
to the fan.

That’s how a blacksmith maintains a tem-
perature hot enough for forging iron.

Using scrap metal, McGuire heats the iron
inch by inch, hammering it and changing its
shape. It takes McGuire about an hour of la-
bor to produce an ornamental wall hook. Much
of the time involved in blacksmithing is taken
up by heating the metal to necessary tempera-
ture for forging.

Phil and Corinne Meadows of Reston stopped
by Colvin Run Mill for the first time on Sun-
day. They passed by the grounds of Colvin Run
Mill and thought the landscaping and grounds
looked beautiful.

They, and their two dogs rescued from the
streets of the Dominican Republic, spent a
while watching McGuire work and talking to
him as he did so. Phil and Corinne both said
they learned a lot of historical background
about blacksmithing from McGuire.

“We’re interested in history,” Corinne Mead-
ows said. “I learned from him [McGuire] that
blacksmithing as a trade died out with the ad-
vent of the automobile. Blacksmiths were the
first to have garages, too. Observing this, you
can see what a noble craft it is. It takes a lot of
skill and artistry.”

Phil Meadows recalled his grandfather, “back

Blacksmith Pat McGuire of Herndon took his first
blacksmithing class 14 years ago. He’s been a member of
the Blacksmiths’ Guild of the Potomac, Inc. ever since.

Corinne and Phil Meadows of Reston stopped by Colvin
Run Mill to watch blacksmith Pat McGuire turn scrap
metal into an artful wall hook accented with a leaf motif.
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Blacksmith Forges Tradition
Colvin Run Mill offers
free blacksmithing
demonstrations.

More
Blacksmithing Demonstrations at Colvin Run Mill on

Sundays, July 11 and Aug. 1, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. No
programs on July 4. Blacksmith’s demonstrations are
free to the public.

Water, Sewer
Project To Be
Discussed

The GFCA’s Land Use and
Zoning Committee has ar-
ranged for Jay Donohue, the
Dranesville District planning
commissioner, and staff from
the County’s Department of
Planning and Zoning and Su-
pervisor John Foust’s (D-
Dranesville) office, to meet
with the Committee and
Great Falls residents to dis-
cuss the DC Water and Sewer
Authority’s (DCWASA) appli-
cation to build a new odor
abatement facility in
parkland at the end of River
Park Lane in Great Falls. The
meeting will be Monday, June
14, 7:30 p.m., in the meeting
room at the Great Falls Li-
brary. This is a date change
as the meeting was previously
scheduled for June 17.

This will be the
community’s best opportunity
to hear directly from county
officials about their review of
DCWASA’s Special Exception
application prior to the Plan-
ning Commission’s public
hearing on this matter.

Summer
Reading, Sign
Up Online

Last year more than 48,000
children participated in
Fairfax County library’s Sum-
mer Reading Program. This
year’s program will run June
21 to Sept. 4. In addition to
encouraging children to read
throughout the summer and
rewarding them with a cou-
pon book full of great prizes,
the program offers  activities
for every age group, includ-
ing: theater stunts, anime
drawing and crafts for teens;
live animals, magic and a
sound effects program for
ages 6-12.Participants can
also enjoy puppets, music and
stories for families and young
ones. Families can browse
online for event details or
pick up a copy of the library’s
newsletter “This Month” at
any Fairfax County Public Li-
brary branch. New this year,
students can register online
to participate in the program.
Sign-up, both online and in
branches, will begin June 21.
For more details, see http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/li-
brary/srp/

Week in Great Falls
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

Spring Clearance
Benches, Fountains,

Cast Iron Pots

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape
Estimates

Landscape Design
Services Available

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff
No Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

$2.89
2 cu. ft.

$3.39
3 cu. ft.

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

Early Spring
Blooming

Perennials,
Azaleas &

Flowering Trees

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025
Open 8-7, 7 days a week

Patios, Walls
Walkways

Paver Driveways
& So Much More

60-75%
OFF POTS
60-75%
OFF POTS

Diamond Alley
June 13, 2010

Sponsored by: Wachovia, A Wells Fargo Company

Concert
on the
Green

6:00-
8:00 p.m.

Village
Centre

See County,  Page 18

Committees
Push for
Accelerated
Math

Two of the local school board’s
advisory committees have urged
Fairfax County Public Schools to
offer accelerated math classes at
all elementary schools in the
county.

According to the Advanced Aca-
demics Advisory Committee, stu-
dents who do not take accelerated
math as sixth graders are prohib-
ited from taking Algebra I as sev-
enth graders.

And students who take Algebra
I in seventh grade often have an
advantage when it comes to get-
ting accepted to advanced aca-
demic programs in high school.

According to a Fairfax County
Public School press release, ap-
proximately 80 percent of next
year’s freshman class at Thomas
Jefferson School for Science and
Technology had completed Alge-
bra I by the end of seventh grade.

According to the school system’s
minority student achievement
oversight committee, elementary
schools without accelerated math
are more likely to enroll black and
Hispanic students.  If accelerated
math was expanded to all schools,
it could improve the acceptance
rate of black and Hispanic students
at Jefferson.

Fairfax schools reported last
month that only 17 of the 480 stu-
dents in Jefferson’s freshman
class next year are black or His-
panic.

Huge Increase
In Students
with Autism

From 1997 to 2007, the num-
ber of students with autism in
Fairfax County Public Schools rose
775 percent, according to the lo-
cal school board’s advisory com-
mittee on students with disabili-
ties.

During the 1996-1997 school
year, Fairfax County enrolled just
235 students who had been la-
beled autistic. By the 2006-2008
school year, the local school sys-
tem included 1,712 students with
autism.

Children in Fairfax schools are
far more likely to be autistic than
those in other parts of the coun-
try. Approximately one in every
91 children enrolled in the Fairfax
school system was autistic in
2007, compared to just one in

County Line
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T
he Langley High School Choral
Department took to the stage
with their annual Spring show,
“On Broadway,” with the perfor-

mances on June 3 and 4. The program fea-
tured Broadway musical hits from “Mary
Poppins,” “Les Misérables,” “42nd Street,”
“Guys and Dolls,” “Pippin,” “Applause!” and
“Seussical.” The program also featured
medleys in addition to the Broadway musi-
cal selections. The show gave the nearly full
auditorium’s audience a chance to listen the
songs sung by the six different choirs di-
rected by Mac Lambert and accompanied
by Lori Taylor. The show was also accom-
panied by a live orchestra and choreo-
graphed by seven different choreographers
including Keri Staley.

The show began with the Combined
Choirs singing “The Spark of Creation,”
from the “Children of Eden,” followed by
the Treble Choir, who performed pieces

from “Seussical.” Next came the Madrigals,
who performed pieces from the choral med-
ley “Next to Normal.” After the Madrigals,
The Women’s Chamber Choir performed
pieces from “Les Misérables,” including the
touching song “I Dreamed a Dream.” The
audience clapped to the music and enjoyed
themselves while the Voicemale Chorus
sang “I Get Around” and “Good Vibrations”
from the Beach Boys’ “Good Vibrations.”

“I was very impressed by the choirs’ tal-
ent and how enthusiastic all of the perform-
ers were. I can’t wait to get on iTunes to
download some of the songs I heard,” said
Bret Peters, a Vienna resident.

The Women’s Select Treble Choir took on
to the stage with their maid attires and
brooms singing “It’s a Hard-Knock Life,”
“Kids,” and other songs from “Applause!”
Saving the best for the last performance be-
fore the intermission, the setting and fash-
ion shifted to London, England with the

choirs’ performance of songs from “Mary
Poppins.”

After the intermission, all the choirs sang
individually once more and ended the con-
cert with the Combined Choirs singing “Cor-
ner of the Sky” from “Pippin.” During the
second half, the audience enjoyed “Guys
and Dolls,” performed by The Madrigals and
“42nd Street” by the Women’s Select Choir,
and other Broadway musical hits.

“The show was terrific and very profes-
sional with nice choreography,” said
Alexandra Bechter, an art historian and
McLean resident. “You can tell that the per-
formers were having a lot of fun singing
and acting.”

The Langley High School Choral Depart-
ment will end the year with a Choral Awards
Ceremony on Thursday, June 11 at 6 p.m.
Professionally produced DVDs of the show
are available for $20 at
www.langleychorus.com.

— Amir Noorbakhsh

‘On Broadway’ receives applause, audience recognition.

Season Finale for Langley Choirs
Members of the Langley High School Choral Department present their
annual Spring Show, ‘On Broadway,’ Thursday and Friday, June 3-4.

The Concert Choir performs ‘Mary Poppins.’

Members of the Women’s Select Treble Choir performing
‘It’s a Hard-Knock Life’ with maid attires and brooms. The Treble Choir performing ‘Green Eggs and Ham.’

Director Mac Lambert and
accompanist Lori Taylor

Hillary Benjamin and Abby Thomp-
son, members of the Langley High
School Women’s Chamber Choir
ensemble performing a medley
from ‘Les Misérables.’ Benjamin
was one of the two students, along
with Nicole Kang, who choreo-
graphed the ‘Les Misérables’

medley for the last week’s
‘On Broadway’ show.
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on Aug. 8.

THE GREAT FALLS CITIZENS ASSO-
CIATION is also giving each show a theme,
sharing information about some of the
projects aimed at improving or maintain-
ing the community. The initiative high-
lighted this week was the backyard wildlife
habitats, since Great Falls already features
more than 200 schools, homes and busi-
nesses that are certified wildlife habitats by
the National Wildlife Foundation.

“We’ve been asked to host these concerts
as a way to get more visibility for these ini-
tiatives,” said Jackie Taylor of the GFCA,
who helped man a table at the concert to
give attendees more information about the
association.

For more information and updates on the
Great Falls Summer Concerts on the Green
series, visit www.gfconcerts.com, or follow
them on Twitter at twitter.com/GFconcerts.

From Page 3

Sounds of Summer

Chick Hall, lead guitarist for West-
ern Electric, plays during the
band’s concert June 4 in Great
Falls. Western Electric played a mix
of covers and originals, never
straying too far from their country
roots.
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JUNE 13: Diamond Alley, a five-piece dance/rock/
funk/soul band performing a mix of hits and
their own original tunes.

JUNE 20: Daryl Davis, a keyboardist, guitarist and
vocalist, as well as an actor, author and lecturer,
performs hits of the ‘50s.

JUNE 27: The Shields Brothers, a pop rock trio
that won 2009 Fox Rocks, combine crisp
harmonies, solid grooves and excellent lead
vocals with the showmanship of stadium rock
bands.

JULY 11: Cravin’ Dogs, an all-original, eclectic,
rootsy rock-pop outfit featuring a blend of folk,
rock, ‘80s new wave and bluegrass.

JULY 18: The Smallwood Brothers, a combination
of classic rock, soulful blues rock and “flat-out
guitar rock,” that also incorporates soul, R&B,
funk, country and show tunes.

JULY 25: Tom Principato, a guitarist that has been
“setting the telecaster on fire” all across the
globe, performs blues with the Tom Principato
Band.

AUG. 1: Hamburger James, here to prove that
three-minute records and the vintage sounds of
the 50’s can still push musical boundaries.

AUG. 8: Two Car Living Room, blues and rock
with a few originals thrown in, their goal is to
have fun and make sure the audience does the
same.

Summer Concerts on the Green, Sundays 6-8 p.m.

Langley High Senior
Honored with
Hillary J. Fein
Spirit Award

At the Langley High School Crew end-
of-year picnic on Sunday, June 6 at Sandy
Run Regional Park, Langley rower and
graduating senior Connor A.  Houston
was given the Hillary J. Fein Spirit Award
for the “athlete who best embodies the
true spirit and passion for Crew.”

This honor is awarded every year by
the Langley Crew Board of Directors to
honor the memory of Hillary Fein, Lan-
gley Class of 1999. Fein was a dedicated
member of the Langley Crew Team who
died in 2000.

Connor is the son of Kerri (Houston)
Toloczko and Mike Toloczko of Great
Falls, and Phil Houston of Dallas, Texas.

Words engraved on the plaque from a
diary entry made by Hillary in 1996 af-
ter the Stotesbury Regatta in Philadel-
phia read in part, “Today … we realized
what ‘team’ means … honor, heart and
honesty about pulling your best and
never giving up.  I am dedicated to this
sport forever. You don’t win a race on the
water, you win a race in your heart.”

Connor will be attending Liberty Uni-

versity in the fall to major in strategic
and intelligence studies at its Helms
School of Government. He will also be
participating in Air Force ROTC and Lib-
erty Crew.

Connor A. Houston, right, with
the Langley High School Crew
Head Coach Matt Fanny follow-
ing the award presentation.

C
olvin Run Elementary School’s
Odyssey of the Mind team trav
eled to Michigan State Univer
sity over Memorial Day week-

end to take part in the world champion-
ships, which featured over 5,000 partici-
pants from 34 states and 12 countries.

Colvin Run, the Virginia state champions,
took home third place in the Column Struc-
tures competition, which requires teams to
design and build balsa wood columns that
function together to balance and support
as much weight as possible. In addition to
testing students’ technical skills and knowl-
edge, Odyssey of the mind also rewards
artistic creativity by requiring an original
team-created performance to be included
in the testing of its columns. The Colvin Run
team’s structure held 1,050 pounds, second
only to the structure built by the team from
Changzhou, China.

Winning Third Place in
World Finals
Colvin Run Elementary students impress at
the Odyssey of the Mind championship.

Back row, from left, Coach
Peizhong Wang, Jessica Wang,
Derek Kartalian and Coach Chuck
Loving; and, front row, Aaron
Granstedt, David Loving,
Gwendolyn Rak and Annie Wang.
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E
ach year, 480 students are admitted
to the top high school in the United
States, Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology.

Back in 2004, a Blue Ribbon commission
recommended a variety of changes to the
admission’s process to enter Fairfax County’s
top public school, an effort to boost the diver-
sity at the school. The school’s students have
been about 90 percent Asian and white.

Many changes later, changes designed to
consider students “holistically,” the incoming
freshman class has dramatically smaller per-
centages of black, Hispanic and poor students
than the student body of the county as a whole.
Four African American students were admit-
ted, along with 13 Hispanic students,
in a class of 480 incoming freshman.

More telling, there were nine stu-
dents poor enough to qualify for free-
or-reduced price meals admitted to begin ninth
grade next year at TJ. That’s less than two per-
cent.  Children in a family of four with income
of less than $44,000 annually qualify for sub-
sidized meals, and such children make up
about 20 percent of all students in Fairfax
County.

More than 70 percent of those admitted to
TJ had completed geometry in eighth grade.
But in some of the poorest and most diverse
middle schools in the county, advanced math
programs are not even offered.

In the overall state of the county, does it
matter how many poor students, or black stu-
dents, or Hispanic students, get to go to the
best high school in the country?

It does matter that students from schools
with more diversity and more poverty are not
getting the opportunity to develop a passion
for science and technology.

The school system’s failure to prepare more
poor students well enough to gain admission
to TJ means a huge missed opportunity. It

means that tens of thousands of stu-

For Scientists, Start Earlier, Learn Geography
After years of changes designed to increase diversity,
Thomas Jefferson this year admitted nine poor students.

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 20, and once
again the McLean Connection will publish a
gallery of Father’s Day photos.

Send in photos as soon as possible, includ-
ing names of everyone in the picture, the date
the picture was taken, the ages of the children
and sentence or two about what is happening

dents who could be developing a passion for
science at an early age that might transform
their lives are not getting the foundation they
need to go forward in rigorous programs,
whether that’s at TJ or AP or IB.

FCPS is cutting programs that benefit poor
students and schools with a higher percentage
of poor students, for example Project Excel and
year-round school calendar, even as it is clear
poor students have almost no access to the
county’s top programs.

It’s time to add a geographic component to
admissions at TJ, reserving some spots for stu-
dents from every middle school.

This will also require starting earlier with
advanced classes so that when those students
arrive at TJ, they can succeed there.

and where the photograph was taken. Be sure
to include your town name and neighborhood.

Email photos to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com, or mail
a disk or prints to McLean Connection, Father’s
Day Photo Gallery, 1606 King Street, Alexan-
dria, VA 22314.

Last Call for Father’s Day photos
Editorials

A Different View
On ‘Fairness’
To the Editor:

I would like to applaud George
Waters for his missive on the
FCSB’s recent hikes on certain
school activities and services
[“Fairness Goes Out the Window,”
Great Falls Connection, June 2-8,
2010]. The fever pitch of middle
class entitlement that radiated
from every line succeeded, at long
last, in breaking 20-plus years of
indifference to spur me to write a
letter to the editor. Please under-
stand this is in no way intended
as an attack on Waters, whose civic
sense is evidently well developed
and who clearly cares about the
school budget. I thank him heart-
ily for expressing his views even
as I disagree profoundly with his
position.

Waters decries the imposition of
a $75 fee on each Advanced Place-
ment (AP) and International Bac-
calaureate (IB) class our high
school students take henceforth,
adding without a hint of irony
that, “what many of us thought
were rights are apparently just
privileges.” Students invariably,
and sensibly, take AP classes to
save themselves the expense and
effort of introductory college
classes. The IBDP adds little more
than a cosmopolitan gloss on stan-

dard college prep fare and is gen-
erally capable of impressing few
beyond admissions officers at cer-
tain schools. So when exactly did
requiring the county’s taxpayers to
grease one’s college education be-
come a “right?” Funny, most of us
think that is the parent or student’s
responsibility. In truth, $75 —
even at a multiple of 10 — is a
bargain when compared to what
colleges are charging these days.

He laments that these fees,
which affect nobody but the ben-
eficiary, will serve as a disincen-
tive to those students whose fami-
lies are just scraping by. Perhaps
so, but he notes in nearly the same
breath that, “the board did include
a fee waiver for the truly poor,”
and that simply is not good
enough for the middle class in
Fairfax. Isn’t it?

We live in the second most af-
fluent county in the United States
with a median income of
$106,785, according to the most
recent survey by Forbes. The
county’s own data on income dis-
tribution (2008) show that some
seven in 10 households make at
least $75,000 per year, numbers
that presumably well encompass
Fairfax’s middle class. In light of
such wealth, to suggest that a few
hundred dollars more a year in
educational expenses — which,
after all, are an investment in our
respective children — makes our

elected officials “reckless” and the
rest of us “feckless” debases these
words beyond all power to shame.

I would address Waters’ attack
on the Board of Supervisors for
having the temerity to lower prop-
erty tax rates as we emerge from
recession, but I think you get the
idea. Mr. Waters is right, there is
no such thing as a free lunch, and
the sooner all of us — poor, middle
class, and, yes, the wealthy —
learn to stop looking to the gov-
ernment (read taxpayer) to cosset
our every individual want, the
sooner we can prioritize our real
needs and spending.

Thomas Garcia
Great Falls

Disparity Needs
To Be Addressed
To the Editor:

The Connection’s report on ac-
ceptance rates at Thomas
Jefferson High School [“Diversity
at TJ?”, June 2-8, 2010] raises se-
rious questions about the school’s
admission policies. Why are the
fractions of students accepted
from the pools of black applicants
(four out of 184) and Hispanic
applicants (13 out of 225) so much
lower than the fractions of ac-
cepted white (166 out of 1,277)
and Asian (276 out of 1,243) ap-
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plicants? Is the disparity a result
of inadequate admission criteria?
If not, is it the result of inadequate
preparation of black and Hispanic
children by our elementary and
middle schools? I hope the School
Board will look into this matter,
report its findings to the public and
promptly take any necessary or
desirable remedial action.

William Shapiro
McLean

Write
The Connection welcomes

views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material

is noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
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Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 9-6
Wed: 9-5 • Sat: 10-3

703-471-7120

Authorized Agent of

681 Spring Street, Herndon  •  Under same ownership for 46 years

Wall-to-Wall Carpeting
Hardwood Flooring
Laminate Flooring

FREE Pickup & Delivery for Rolled & Ready Rugs

Same Location Since 1969

SALE!

All work done by our Employees

Oriental Rug Cleaning Special - 20%OFF

Sell Your Unwanted Jewelry

NOW!
Satisfaction

Guaranteed

LOCAL

Our
Company

is

Stop by our local
jewelry store.

Get an exact quote in
less than 10 minutes.

Walk out with
extra CASH

Velasquez JewelersVelasquez Jewelers

703-421-8222

Gold Buyers & Manufacturers
21430 Cedar Drive, Unit 104

at intersection of Route 7 & Cedar Drive
Sterling, VA 20164
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News

On June 17, from, 7-9 p.m., a
reception is taking place for Mar-
garet Johnson, who is showing her
paintings at the Great Falls Library
from June 1-30. Refreshments will
be served.

Johnson is an artist living and
working in Great Falls. She paints
with oil, concentrating on still-lifes
and landscapes. She also some-
times paints portraits and a few
watercolors. Johnson is an active
member of the Great Falls Studios,
McLean Art Club and the Vienna
Art Society. The show will include
selections from her series of paint-
ings featuring local barns in Great
Falls.

“Memory Moments,” Paintings
by Margaret Johnson, can be seen
at the Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls.
For more information, visit
www.margaretjohnsonart.com.

Margaret Johnson’s
‘Memory Moments’
on Exhibit at Great
Falls Library

Margaret Johnson

Margaret Johnson, ‘Turner Farm.’
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Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 12

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/JUNE 10
Swing Dance with King Teddy. 7:30

at The Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. 703-424-
1745 or
www.headoverheelsdance.com.

Sally Seltmann and Tamarama. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $12. jamminjava.com.

Old Dominion Chrysanthemum
Society. 2:30 p.m. at the Falls
Church Community Center, 223 Little
Falls St., Falls Church. John
Capobianco, on ‘Styling Your
Chrysanthemum Bonsai.’ Free. 703-
560-8776.

FRIDAY/JUNE 11
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival. 6 p.m.-

12 a.m. on the grounds of the Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Rusted Root performs at 8 p.m.
General admission seating is
available for all performances at the
Bud Light Main Stage. Six stages will
be located throughout the festival
site. All shows are free with daily
tickets to the event. 703-324-3247 or
www.celebratefairfax.com.

Cirque Dreams: Illumination. 8:30
p.m. at Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. $45-$245. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

Summer on the Green: Annapolis
Bluegrass. 6:30 p.m. at the Vienna
Town Green, 144 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. Bring chairs or blankets for

seating. No alcoholic beverages
allowed. It is recommended that pets
be left at home. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

“Tinner Hill: Portraits in Black
and White.” 7:30 p.m. at ArtSpace
Falls Church, 410 South Maple Ave.,
Falls Church. Theater based on the
stories of local civil rights pioneers.
$15 for Adults, $10 for students and
seniors. www.creativecauldron.org or
571-239-5288.

“Suburban Motel.” 8 p.m. 1st Stage,
1524 Spring Hill Road in Tysons
Corner. A funny cycle of plays with a
pack of bizarre characters
determined to survive. $25 adults,
$15 students.
www.1stStageTysons.org/motel.

Old Firehouse Teen Center Dance.

7-10 p.m. at The Old Firehouse Teen
Center, 1440 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Disc jockey, Chipotle’s
Burrito Bowls and customized Green
Screen photo. For rising 7th graders
and all other middle schoolers. $15,
$10 McLean district residents.
Activity No. 5444.410. Register at
703-448-8336 (TEEN).

SATURDAY/JUNE 12
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival. 10 a.m.-

12 a.m. on the grounds of the Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Carolina Liar performs at 3 p.m. and
KC & The Sunshine Band at 8 p.m.
General admission seating is
available for all performances at the

Bud Light Main Stage. Six stages will
be located throughout the festival
site. All shows are free with daily
tickets to the event. 703-324-3247 or
www.celebratefairfax.com.

Cirque Dreams: Illumination. 8:30
p.m. at Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. $45-$245. 703-938-2404 or
www.wolftrap.org.

Dork Diaries Book Signing. 3-5 p.m.
at Simply Sparetime, 8310 Turning
Leaf Lane, McLean. Meet the author
and illustrator. Prizes and giveaways.
www.simplysparetime.org or 703-
288-9393.

Historic Vienna, Inc. Used Book
Sale. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on the lawn of
the Freeman House, 131 Church
Street, NE, Vienna. Current
bestsellers, classics, travel,
cookbooks, biography and history. All
proceeds support the programs and
activities of Historic Vienna, Inc. 703-
928-5187.

Commemorate the Confederate
Victory at the 1861 Battle of
Vienna. 4 p.m. at the historic
marker on W&OD Trail at mile
marker 11.5, about 100 yd. north of
where the trail crosses Park St.,
Vienna. Frank Stringfellow Camp
#822 Sons of Confederate Veterans
will host a short talk about the battle.
Free and open to the public. 703-
250-8705 or
stringfellowbuva@att.net.

“Tinner Hill: Portraits in Black
and White.” 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
at ArtSpace Falls Church, 410 South
Maple Ave., Falls Church. Theater
based on the stories of local civil
rights pioneers. $15 for Adults, $10
for students and seniors.
www.creativecauldron.org or 571-
239-5288.

Fitness Practice. 8 a.m. at the
Palladium Civic Place Green, 1445

Laughlin Ave., McLean. Yoga and
Pilates. Bring yoga mat and water.
Free. 703-288-9505.

Dulcie Taylor. 5 p.m. at the Palladium
Civic Place Green, 1445 Laughlin
Avenue, McLean. Country. Free. 703-
288-9505.

“Suburban Motel.” 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road in
Tysons Corner. A funny cycle of plays
with a pack of bizarre characters
determined to survive. $25 adults,
$15 students.
www.1stStageTysons.org/motel.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association, Inc. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Horticultural tips,
techniques and advice. 703-293-
6227.

SUNDAY/JUNE 13
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival. 11 a.m.-

7 p.m. on the grounds of the Fairfax
County Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
Josh Thompson and Jimmy Wayne
perform at 4:30 p.m. General
admission seating is available for all
performances at the Bud Light Main
Stage. Six stages will be located
throughout the festival site. All shows
are free with daily tickets to the
event. 703-324-3247 or
www.celebratefairfax.com.

AR Rahman, Musician and
Composer from Slumdog
Millionaire film. 7:30 p.m. at
George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets are $45-$500 at
www.ticketmaster.com or 703-573-
SEAT. www.arrahman.com or
www.patriotcenter.com.

Diamond Alley performs at Great Falls Summer Concerts
2010 on Sunday, June 13, 6-8 p.m. at the Great Falls
Village Centre.

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snap-
shots of you with your dad and The Connection will publish
them in our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include some infor-
mation about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name
and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:

PhotoM@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection, “Me and My Dad Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us
anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Dad”
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By Jessica Levine

The Connection

T
he newest original play
by McLean Drama
Company president

Rachael Bail has it all — com-
edy, drama, tragedy and a dys-
functional family to rival the
craziest of kin.

“Florida Days,” which will run
Friday, June 11 through Sun-
day, June 13 at the Alden The-
atre, tells the story of a family
that moves from Pennsylvania
to a small town in central
Florida.

“This play is about a dysfunc-
tional family,” Bail said. “I guess
all families are dysfunctional,”
she added, jokingly.

Bail, a former journalist with
Voice of America and the play’s
author and producer, has writ-
ten five other plays that the

company has presented at the
Alden Theatre, including last
year’s “Immoral Combat,” a satire
on the news industry.

Though Bail described “Florida
Days” as the first tragedy that she’s
written, actors agreed that the 90-
minute show has a fair amount of
humor as well.

“I really love how there’s so
much comedy, even in the most

dramatic of scenes,” said cast
member Elise Edwards, a Falls
Church resident and the show’s
female lead.

Edwards plays Betty, a young
woman who moves away from her
family to New York to pursue a
journalism career. This is Edwards’
second show with the company.
She also performed in “Immoral
Combat” last year.

“I really relate to the young
Betty in the play, being bright-
eyed and fresh out of school,”
Edwards said. “To me, [the
show] really talks about lack of
self-awareness, how it’s so easy
to repeat the mistakes of the
past. Dysfunctional does not
happen in a vacuum.”

Director Stephanie Kelly has
been involved in most of the
company’s productions since
2005. She stage-managed “Im-
moral Combat” last year, and
when Bail asked her to direct

‘Florida Days’ Hits McLean Stage

Caitlin McCormick of McLean plays a disturbed woman,
June, in the McLean Drama Company’s original work
‘Florida Days,’ with Trey Ervine of Vienna in the role of
her husband, Billy.
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See McLean Drama,

 Page 15

From Page 11

Calendar

Summer on the Green: Kingsley
Winter Band - Rock. 6:30 p.m. at the
Vienna Town Green, 144 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. Bring chairs or blankets
for seating. No alcoholic beverages
allowed. It is recommended that pets
be left at home. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Bluegrass Brunch with Dead
Men’s Hollow. 1:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $8.
jamminjava.com.

Into the Great Wide Open:
Jammin’ Java’s Songwriters’
Circle. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 advance,
$15 day of show. jamminjava.com.

Great Falls Summer Concerts
2010, Diamond Alley, a 5 piece
Dance/Rock/Funk/Soul band, 6-8
p.m. at the Great Falls Village Centre.

Historic Vienna, Inc. Used Book
Sale. 12-5 p.m. on the lawn of the
Freeman House, 131 Church Street,
NE, Vienna. Current bestsellers,
classics, travel, cookbooks, biography
and history. All proceeds support the
programs and activities of Historic
Vienna, Inc. 703-928-5187.

“Tinner Hill: Portraits in Black
and White.” 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. at
ArtSpace Falls Church, 410 South
Maple Ave., Falls Church. Theater
based on the stories of local civil
rights pioneers. $15 for Adults, $10
for students and seniors.
www.creativecauldron.org or 571-
239-5288.

“Suburban Motel.” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road in
Tysons Corner. A funny cycle of plays
with a pack of bizarre characters
determined to survive. $25 adults,
$15 students.
www.1stStageTysons.org/motel.

Times and Tickets
Performances of “Florida Days” will

run June 11 and 12 at 8 p.m. and June
13 at 2 p.m. The 10-Minute Play Contest
winning entry, a play called “Visiting
Anna” about an Alzheimer’s patient and
her daughter, will follow the final show
on June 13. Tickets are available
through the Alden Box Office at 703-
790-9223 or through Ticketmaster at
703-573-SEAT or
www.ticketmaster.com. Tickets cost $15
for adults and $12 for seniors, students
and McLean Tax District residents.
Groups of 10 or more pay $10 per per-
son or $8 per person for seniors and
non-profit groups.

Original play
debuts at the
Alden Theatre
this weekend.

If you do not get
The Great Falls
Connection delivered
to your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now available for
the first time with
timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six
months.
Help us meet the costs of
providing first-rate commu-
nity journalism on news-
print to your household.

Call 703-778-9426
(or -9427)
or e-mail

circulation@
connection

newspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

A premier Continuing Care Retirement Community
is hiring Experienced CNAs on the following Shifts

Full Time 3pm - 11pm
PRN all shifts

Requirements:
Active CNA license

Minimum 2 years skilled care experience
Please visit our website for all qualifications.
Our full-time benefits  include:  tuition
assistance, medical, dental, vision, life, and
disability  insurance, plus a generous 401K
plan  with employer participation, and more!

 Apply online at
www.goodwinhouse.org EOE

Administrative Assistant
Accounting firm in Reston seeks 

individual with knowledge of Word 
and Excel for full-time 

administrative assistant position.  
Word processing is primary 

responsibility.  Some billing and 
mailing.  Attention to detail and 

accuracy are important.  Excellent 
salary, benefits, and flexibility.  

E-mail cover letter, salary range, and 
resume to: cpas@ggroupcpas.com

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

LICENSED PESTICIDE APPLICATOR
Regional Landscape Company now 
hiring licensed pesticide applicator 
for Maryland and Virginia areas. 

Please contact Clarence  at
1-774-248-1034 or email to:
mark@greenscapemass.com

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
Teachers: College Degree Required

• Intermediate Math
•Music Teacher with band instruction  
experience

• Science Teacher 
• Mid-day “Helping Hands-Recess 

Attendant”,  11am-1:30pm - $12/hr.

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336

P/T OFFICE ASSISTANT
Pediatric therapy practice in Falls 
Church.  15-20 hrs/wk, flexible.  Basic 
computer   skills  and  car  a  must.  Send 
resume to Myania@verizon.net.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 2010 H.S. GRADS

SUMMER WORK!
$17.00 Base-Appt, FT/PT,
Sales/Svc, No Exp Nec,

All Ages 17+, Conditions Apply
703-359-7600

Program Administrator
Off Campus Programs. Located in Alexandria Virginia with
considerable travel throughout the U.S.  Required: Bachelor’s
or equiv.; 3yrs exp.; see www.jobs.cmich.edu for a complete
list of requirements.  Screening begins immediately.
Applicants must apply on-line at www.jobs.cmich.edu.

CMU, an AA/EO institution, strongly
and actively strives to increase diversity
within its community
(see http://www.cmich.edu/aaeo/).

The Safe Community Coalition is conducting a search
for a part-time Executive Director. The Executive
Director will be responsible for continuing and
developing relationships within our community,
identifying opportunities for collaboration and co-
sponsorship, raising awareness of the coalition
within the community through enhanced media
attention and coalition-building efforts, and provid-
ing administrative support to the Board of Directors.
This position is 30 hours per week.  Resumes, nomi-
nations, and inquiries should be submitted to Debbie
Wichey, Vice-President at:

Debbie.Witchey@safecommunitycoalition.net
by June 21, 2010.

Website at: www.safecommunitycoalition.net

Part-time Executive Director

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

**ONE DAY CLOSEOUT 
SALE - ED WILT, INC**

Thurs – June 17th 9am-5pm, 
All offers wanted!!

Auto parts dist closing its 
doors, everything must go!!

6831 Hill Park Dr., 
Lorton, VA 22079

Call Matt at (703) 527-1481 
for more information

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
CitySwitch proposes to construct wireless communications 
towers at the following locations: 154ft tower near intersection 
of Colchester Road and the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks, 
Fairfax Station; 199 ft tower next to the Norfolk Southern Rail-
road tracks near Bren Mar Dr. and Merle Pl., Alexandria. If you 
have concerns of any historic properties that might be adverse-
ly affected by either tower, please write to: Amy, Trileaf Corp., 
10845 Olive Blvd., Ste. 310, St. Louis, MO 63141, 314-997-
6111. Please include the tower location and the location of the 
historic resource that you believe might be affected.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
A. DEWEY BOND

(AGE 87)
A. Dewey Bond, of Great Falls, VA died on May 25, 2010.  He 
is survived by his wife, Jean Jensen, daughters, Philinda Col-
lins, Laurel Ellzey, Carolyn Bannister and  Sylvia Donovan, 
and 11 grandchildren.  A Funeral Service will be held at Great 
Falls United Methodist Church, 10100 Georgetown Pike, 
Great Falls, VA 22066 on Saturday, June 5, 2010 at 11:00 
AM. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions  may   be  made  
to  Heifer  International   or  Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation.  Arrangements were  made  by  Money  and 
King  Funeral  Home.   www.moneyandking.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Mid day dog walks and In-Home Pet Care
Insured and Bonded

Member of Pet Sitters International

703-424-3223
www.totalcarepets.com

34 Pets 34 Pets

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

34 Pets

Domestic - $FREE
2 males, 7 yrs old,  

Need good home for
two brothers, indoor, 
declawed, fixed cats.  
Both are very sweet. 

703-785-8090

117 Adoption

ADOPTION  
Loving childless couple 
wishing to adopt an in-
fant.  Willing to pay legal 
and medical expenses. 
Plse call Hope & Bill 
571-249-9122.  Collect 
Calls Accepted

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

You Want It Gone?
We Take It!

HIS & HER HAULING

Removal of just about anything!
Since 2002

703-296-0037

HAULING HAULING

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Brick, Block, Stone, Concrete, Pavers
Repairs & New Installs

All Work Guranteed

MASONRY MASONRY

Local Brick n’ Stone Mason
Installing:
•Patios •Walkways
•Steps •Chimneys, etc.
•Specializing in repairs.

Local references Free estimates

703-698-1390
Licensed Insured

JEFF L. CADLE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

IMPROVEMENTS

HERMAN CONTRACTOR
Bathroom Remodeling 

Painting -Int & ext. 
Carpentry work

Electric Plumbing
New Gutter Installation & 

Repair    Refs Avail. 
571-213-4049

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

GUTTER GUTTER LANDSCAPING
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News

Rachael Bail, playwright, president
and founding member of the
McLean Drama Company, wrote the
original work Florida Days.”’

From left, Sam Simon and Karen Masih of McLean stand with Thomas
Linn of Reston and Elise Edwards of Falls Church during a rehearsal for
the McLean Drama Company’s upcoming production, ‘Florida Days.’

From Page 12

McLean Drama Company
Presents ‘Florida Days’

“Florida Days,” she agreed.
Kelly said that audiences will easily re-

late to the show’s themes.
“Everyone has a little dysfunction in their

lives,” she said. “Whether they’re willing to
admit it, they do. There’s something in
everybody’s lives that they can identify with
in the show.”

CAST MEMBER Caitlin McCormick of
McLean has been involved in Alden The-
atre productions ever since she did a sum-
mer theater workshop at age 10.

“I loved being here [as a child],”
McCormick said. “The staff here is excel-
lent; they treated us like we were profes-
sional actors.”

McCormick plays June, Betty’s sister, in
“Florida Days,” her first production with the
company.

“It’s really a show about an American fam-
ily and all the dysfunction that goes with
that,” she said. “It’s about what it means to
be a woman, to be a wife. It’s about a lot of
things, but at the heart of it is the family
relationships.”

McCormick has enjoyed working on the
production.

“Stephanie, the director, is really great,”
McCormick said. “She asks us ‘What do you
think about this’ instead of telling us. It’s
nice to feel you have freedom … to explore
the character.”

Cast member Samuel Simon, another
McLean resident, plays the concertmaster,
whom he described as “the most officious
character in the play.”

Simon said that “most anybody” will en-
joy the play.

“Anybody who enjoys theatre is going to
have a good time seeing something that is
new, original and timely,” he said.

THE PLAY’S THREE PERFORMANCES
are dedicated to Kris Rathjen, lighting de-

signer and founding member of the Com-
pany, who died on April 21 at age 54 while
recovering from an accident.

Rathjen, a Great Falls resident, was “a
wonderful guy” who will be remembered
for his many talents and willingness to help
out with every aspect of a production, Bail
said.

“He did so many things,” Bail recalls. “He
built sets, and he directed the lighting, de-
signed the lighting. He just stepped in to
do whatever needed to be done to help us.”

Simon described Rathjen’s death as both
“sad and inspiring.”

“There’s two sides to a loss like that,”
Simon said. “Hopefully it makes the per-
formances more meaningful to everyone
and … to the community.”

“It was a great, great loss,” Bail said. “We
really miss him.”
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As much – and as hard – as I try, it’s difficult to
forget that I have cancer. There are reminders
everywhere. But the reminders that arrive/appear
unexpectedly – thwack, are the worst. Let me give
you two examples: my application for Social
Security Disability benefits (which is merely a
reduced percentage of your retirement benefit
paid early, before you’re eligible for that retire-
ment, if you are determined to be “disabled,” that
is, a determination which is not easily or quickly
made).

These days, even applying for Social Security
disability is an online exercise (hopefully not in
futility, but there’s certainly no guarantee) and one
that is somewhat daunting at that. My joke has
been that if an applicant is able to successfully
complete their online application for disability
benefits, it immediately disqualifies them from
receiving those benefits since the applicant has
proven he is not so disabled that he can’t sit and
type at a computer; (the definition of disability
according to Social Security is extremely general,
so much so that if you can do anything for which
you have background, training, education or
experience, Social Security can deny your claim).
The process is supposed to take 45 minutes, the
site advises; it took me two hours, but I did finish
and was able to submit my application online.

The questions begin simply enough; the non-
medical ones, all the relevant facts; name,
address, phone numbers, date of birth, social
security number, employer, income, etc. Soon
enough, the medical questions follow. About half-
way through these questions, (treating physician,
facility, medications, symptoms, date disability
began), all of which were very reasonable and
expected, humdrum even (sort of, given the seri-
ousness of the matter at hand), came the following
question which, had I not already been sitting,
would have likely knocked me off my feet: “Is this
disability likely to result in death in less than two
years?” I hesitated then, as I’m hesitating now,
writing the next sentence. Try asking yourself that
question and then realizing you have to answer
“Yes.” Heavy doesn’t begin to describe the weight
I felt. Within a few minutes, I got my bearings and
eventually re-engaged and ultimate completed the
application. (By the way, when you answer “yes”
to that “do you expect ... “ question, you are fast-
tracked to a special page within the application for
extra-special attention.)

The second example of an unforeseen
reminder that I didn’t need, and one that came
totally out of the blue, unlike the application for
Social Security which certainly had the potential
for such reminders but one that nevertheless I did
not anticipate, came in the mail from my HMO. It
was an innocent-sounding, customer service-type
survey, asking me questions about my most recent
visit with my oncologist: courtesy, efficiency, punc-
tuality; did the doctor explain my treatment, dis-
cuss options, clarify procedures and so forth.
There were maybe a dozen questions with each
answer requiring a check mark beside “no experi-
ence” to “excellent,” with multiple other charac-
terizations in between. It took five minutes to
complete.

At the bottom were a few additional questions,
more general, summary-type questions about the
responder/patient: “ Would you recommend this
doctor/HMO to another person?” “Overall, are
you pleased with your level of care?” Then, the
unexpected two by four: “How would you
describe your health? “Poor, Fair, Good, Very
Good, Excellent?” Again, I hesitated; gulped and
said out loud: “I’m a cancer patient, I guess I’d
have to say ‘poor.’ As much as I’d like to think
otherwise, and as “above average” as my oncolo-
gist has described my diagnosis-to-date reac-
tion/condition, I’d have to say/think that checking
a box other than poor would be naive on my part
so I checked ‘poor’, stuffed and sealed the enve-
lope and then wrote this column.

In general, I feel fine. My oncologist is
“pleased.” However, I have stage IV lung cancer.
Sometimes, the less said – and the less asked
about it, the better.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A Question
of Answers

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he McLean Citizens Association has
proposed several changes to the
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning

Ordinance for Tysons Corner, which the
group will testify on at a June 22 hearing
by the Board of Supervisors.

The MCA has raised several concerns with
the current proposal, including a lack of
planning for parks and athletic fields and
who will assume costs for the new infra-
structure. Although the MCA does have its
concerns, Rob Jackson, president of the
MCA, said that the Planning Commission’s
recommendation is much more consistent
with the MCA’s resolutions than they ex-
pected.

In addition to the MCA, the lack of ath-
letic fields was also a concern of Planning
Commissioner Jay Donahue (Dranesville),
who was the only “nay” vote when the 11-
member Fairfax Planning Commission voted
on the plan last month. The cause for con-
cern is that the language of the Planning
Commission’s recommendation does not
require parks and athletic fields to be part
of the design. This lack of facilities,
Donahue worried, will cause the parks in
nearby Vienna and McLean to become over-
burdened with use by an expanded Tysons
Corner.

Another major concern from the MCA was
the proposed financing for the Tysons Cor-
ner development, with taxpayers footing 57
percent of the bill and the land developers
paying for 43 percent.

“We’d like them to model the plan off of
the Route 28 plan, where landowners paid
75 percent of the infrastructure costs,” Jack-
son said. “After all, they’re the ones who will
benefit the most from the added density.
We feel that Route 28 set a successful pre-
cedent, so why do something different?”

According to the proposed Tysons Plan,
there are a total of 14 road projects to be
completed by 2030 that are needed to “im-
prove access points from the Dulles Toll
Road and I-495 and Tysons and to improve
traffic flow within the area.” These 14
projects would cost $646 million, of which
the taxpayers are required to pay $436 mil-
lion, or 67.5 percent.

The MCA also supports a recommenda-
tion to limit most commercial density
growth to within a quarter mile of the four
proposed Metro rail stations.

The Board of Supervisors will conduct a
hearing on the final Tysons Corner plan on
June 22.

MCA Proposes
Tysons Changes
McLean Citizens
Association
recommends several
changes to Tysons
Corner Plan.
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

F
irst round Virginia state playoff
wins last week had both the Lan
gley High girls’ and boys’ lacrosse
teams one step closer to potential

2010 state champion status this week.
The Langley girls, who have never before

qualified for the state tournament, over-
whelmed Osbourn Park (Manassas), 16-6,
in a girls’ quarterfinals round contest on
Friday night, June 4. The Saxons (17-3),
who on May 26 captured their first-ever
Northern Region tournament title with a 13-
11 finals win over W.T. Woodson, were
scheduled to meet Western Albemarle
(Crozet) on Tuesday evening, June 8 in a
state semifinals game. That game was slated
to be followed by the second girls’ semis
contest — Woodson versus Loudoun Valley.
Both games were set to take place at
Westfield High School. The girls’ state title
game will be played at Westfield this Sat-
urday, June 12 at 6 p.m.

The Saxons, in their decisive quarterfinals
round win over Osbourn Park, dominated
from the start.

“Our team played well and we had
enough of a lead where we were able to
play our backups in both the first and sec-
ond half,” said Langley head coach Richard
DeSomma.

The coach said his team is made up of a
special group of girls.

“What has gotten us further [than in the
past] is the girls’ themselves, their attitude
and spirit,” he said. “They like each other
and they are a happy group that work hard
in practice and enjoy the game. They have
a good balance.”

Langley’s three senior team captains —
goalie Mary Riley Pembroke, midfielder
Elspeth McGarry and defender Natalie
Doran — have done an excellent job lead-
ing an overall young team that includes 16
players who are either sophomores or fresh-
men.

“Sometimes you get [good team cap-
tains], and sometimes you don’t,” said
DeSomma. “These girls represent the team
and the girls and have good relationships.
There are no chemistry issues. This is a
young team, too, with five sophomore start-
ers. We have a good practicing team with
good lacrosse IQ. They hear [directions] and
they apply it.”

Langley’s style of play is more methodi-
cal. The Saxons like to set up their offense
and work the ball around.

“Control [is the key],” said the coach. “We
like to control the game with our passing.
But we do have enough skill that when we

do decide to go in for a score we have a 70
percent shot to score ratio.”

Of all of his teams’ strengths, DeSomma
said the most important quality is that the
Saxons play together.

“They play as a team,” he said. “That is
their No. 1 strength. That’s really our key
note.”

In the win over Osbourn Park, McGarry
led Langley with five goals and three as-
sists. Other good scoring games came from
sophomore midfielder Nicky Pritchett (4
goals), junior attack Nicole Burkart (3) and
junior attack Torrie Zarella (3).

WHEREAS THE LANGLEY girls’ opening
round state playoff game was lopsided in
nature, the Saxon boys’ quarterfinals round
game versus Salem High (Virginia Beach),
a 13-12 Saxons’ overtime win, was a nail-
biter.

Langley’s Sean Ahearn, a sophomore
attackman, came from behind the goal to
score from close range with 2 minutes, 16
seconds remaining in the 4 minute overtime
session to break a 12-12 tie. This gave Lan-
gley a dramatic win to keep alive its hopes
of successfully defending last year’s state
title.

Saxon senior attack Jack Lundeen was
credited with the assist on the game-win-
ner, in which he and Ahearn executed a
basketball-like give-and-go play.

“They ran a little play,” said Langley coach
Earl Brewer. “Jack curved behind the goal
[with the ball] and Sean set a pick like a
basketball play. Then Jack passed the ball

to Sean, who took two or three steps and
shot.”

It was the second straight overtime game
the Saxons have played in the postseason.
In its region championship game against
Robinson on May 26, Langley could not
hold onto a lead late in regulation and ulti-
mately lost to the Rams, 11-10, in overtime.

With the win over Salem, Langley was set
to meet Northern Region opponent W.T.
Woodson in a state semifinals game at
Westfield on Wednesday, June 9 at 7:30
p.m. It was set to be the first meeting be-
tween the two teams this season.  The other
boys’ semifinal game pitted Brooke Point
(Stafford) versus Loudoun Valley at 5 p.m.
Brooke Point upset Robinson in a state
quarterfinals game last week.

LANGLEY, in the game with Salem, trailed
7-4 at halftime and 8-5 during the third
quarter. The Saxons came back to tie the
score at both 10-10 and 11-11 before tak-
ing the lead at 12-11 with 2 1/2 minutes
remaining in the fourth quarter. But imme-
diately following the go-ahead goal, Salem
answered by winning the ensuing face-off
and taking the ball down the field and scor-
ing the equalizer to eventually move the
contest into overtime, where Langley won.

“These guys have played a lot of overtime
games,” said Brewer, of his squad. “Over-
time is about who has the most left in their
legs at the end of the game. Salem didn’t
have a very deep bench.”

But Brewer went on to say that Salem, a
member of the Eastern Region, has an out-

standing team.
“They were as good as any team we’ve

played this year,” said Brewer. “They are
well coached, physically tough, athletic and
very fast.”

Langley did not fall apart once it got be-
hind by three goals at the half and in the
third quarter.

“I don’t think our guys ever got down,”
said Brewer. “There was never any panic -
maybe they were just a little ticked off on
the sideline. Three goals are not hard to
make up in lacrosse.”

Ten different Langley players scored in the
win, led by Ahearn’s three goals and
Lundeen’s two scores (and four assists).
Single goal games came from junior
midfielder Troy Scharfen (1 assist), senior
midfielder Jack Curry, senior midfielder
Joey Byrne (2 assists), senior attack Ethan
Bailey, senior midfielder Ryan Miller, senior
defenseman Robbie Bennett, junior attack
Jack Sandusky and senior midfielder Bryan
Clubb. In the net, Saxon goalies Andrew
Spivey (7 saves) and Ryan Long (2) had
good games.

One huge factor in the win was the clutch
play of Langley sophomore midfielder Spen-
cer Gorham, who won 12 of 18 face-offs.

“Spencer was definitely one of the keys
to us winning the game,” said Brewer, who
added that Gorham earned a game ball with
his exceptional play. “He’s just a sophomore
and hasn’t played a lot this season. He’s
been primarily a face-off guy this year. He’s
a big, strong kid and works very hard on
face-offs.”

Langley High girls’ lacrosse players Natalie Dolan (12) and Kelly Martins (5) play tough around the goal in
this regular season game with Oakton.
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Langley Lacrosse Teams Advance at States
Saxon girls dominant in
first round playoff win,
boys earn OT victory
on goal by Ahearn.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  June 9-15, 2010  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
Reston, VA 20190
Bus: 703-435-2300

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.©

PERSONAL SERVICE.
Car insurance with

No extra charge.

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company   •  State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL  •  statefarm.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

At State Farm© you get a competitive rate
and an agent dedicated to helping you get the
coverage that’s right for you and the discounts
you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.

Se Habla Español

www.thecoutureclosetdc.com
703.774.6960

Will organize & custom design your closets & spaces
saving you time and money, simplifying your life.

Organize & Remove Clutter
Fabulous closets & spaces designed for your needs

Wardrobe purging & seasonal organization
Selling or donating (tax deductible) unwanted items

New Construction & Upgrades
Design & build walk-in or reach-in closets & spaces

by a licensed & insured contractor

Fashion Consultation & Personal Shopping

Alison W. Mamana (Owner) has worked internationally in the
fashion industry for over 15 years. Her keen sense of style gives
her the ability to mix inexpensive with designer pieces & vintage

with new, creating stunning looks that are within your own
wardrobe or budget. Alison has a sharp eye for what is most

flattering on both men & women - no matter what age or figure.

Choose from these & other services available
No job too large or too small. Call today

Free Estimates

The Couture Closet DCThe Couture Closet DC

MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

News

By Nikki Cheshire

The Connection

T
ysons Corner has most
of the elements re
quired to classify it as
a city, including the

residential areas, retail, restau-
rants, businesses, malls, movies
and a soon-to-be Metrostations.
But one thing is missing — the-
ater.

However, a recently opened es-
tablishment, 1st Stage Theatre, is
changing that. Opened in the tail-
end of 2008, the creators of the
small 100-seat theater, two former
Fairfax County school teachers
along with former students, par-
ents of former students and a sing-
ing/acting teacher, had a vision of
not only “creating a home for
young local artists to launch and
nurture their professional theatre
careers” but to also “provide the
community with some wonderful
theatre experiences,” as stated on
their website, 1stStageTysons.org.

“I read somewhere that in the
daytime, Tysons is one of the larg-
est cities on the East Coast. By
night though, it’s almost deserted,”
said Mark Krikstan, the artistic di-
rector at 1st Stage, as well as one
of the founders. “One way to build
an exciting, thriving, strong city is
to ignite the culture. A theater can
create a ‘pride of place’ that will
make this city thrive. Tysons has
to be more than a mall or an of-
fice building or a parking lot.”

“I think that [the theater] can
survive at Tysons,” said Lori
Hardee, a real estate agent for
Weichert Realty, adding that its
success is based on if it can
weather the continuing growth of
Tysons Corner and catch on
through word of mouth. “It was
wonderful and the theater inside
is a jewel. I love the way they did
the seating and the stage,” Hardee
said.

INSTEAD of just simply bringing
live theater to Tysons Corner, the
founders of 1st Stage wanted to
take a step further. One of their

main goals is to provide a place
for budding actors to improve
upon themselves by performing in
a professional atmosphere. “I also
thought that … students ‘emerg-
ing’ from theater programs
need[ed] a place where they could
build a résumé,” said Krikstan.

The small yet charmingly inti-
mate theater, located off a back
turn down Spring Hill Road, brings
in a “completely different experi-
ence” than watching a show in a
much larger venue, according to
Krikstan. “Something special hap-
pens between the actors and the
audience in a space such as ours.”

Recently, 1st Stage Theatre pre-
sented “The Last Five Years,”
which, told through song, “re-
counts the intimacies of dating and
marriage over five years between
a young New York couple.” The
play unfolds in a way much dif-
ferently than expected, as the male
role, Jamie (played by John
Loughney) tells the story chrono-
logically, whereas his spouse,
Cathy (played by Carolyn Myers)
starts from the end of their mar-
riage and goes backwards to their
first meeting.

Only portrayed through two ac-
tors and a few instrumentalists,

the production highlighted the in-
timacy of the theater. “It’s a per-
fect musical for a small house such
as ours,” said Krikstan.

“It was an interesting production
of a bittersweet romance,” said
Jackie Merz, a member of the au-
dience. “The musical ensemble
that accompanied them was par-
ticularly astounding, and the two
lead characters carried the show
with flair.”

THIS RENDITION of the play,
which was originally written by
Jason Robert Brown and later
played off Broadway and in a New
York production under Marty Bell,
greatly differs from the original.
“Certainly, the set is different but,
more importantly, our actors have
changed the dynamic,” said
Krikstan. “I remember taking sides
in the New York production. I
thought Jamie was clearly to
blame for the downfall in the re-
lationship.  In our production, I go
back and forth as to who to be
angry with.”

To learn more about 1st Stage
Theatre, purchase tickets or make
a donation, visit
www.1stStageTyson.org

Carolyn Myers playing
Cathy Hiatt in ‘The Last
Five Years.’

John Loughney playing
Jamie Wellerstein in the 1st
Stage Theatre production
of ‘The Last Five Years.’

Where ‘Something
Special’ Happens
1st Stage Theatre
aims to create a
‘pride of place’
in Tysons.
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Onstage: “Suburban Motel.” 1st Stage
presents this cult hit, a dark and scream-
ingly funny cycle of plays that
introduces us to a pack of bizarre char-
acters with a determined instinct to
survive, but without the capacity to
think their way out of trouble, bad luck
or a seedy motel room. Parental notice:
contains strong adult content.

‘Suburban Motel’ Opens June 11
Performances are Fridays, June 11,

18 and 25 and July 2, at 8 p.m.; Satur-
days, June 12, 19 and 26 and July 3, at
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; and Sundays, June
13, 20 and 27, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st
Stage is at 1524 Spring Hill Road in
Tysons Corner. Tickets $25 adults, $15
students, at 703-854-1856 or http://
www.1stStageTysons.org/motel.
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,

PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP • MAY 30th - SEPTEMBER 5th
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386

Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...

 703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

7:45 a.m Holy Eucharist Rite I, No Music
9:00 a.m. Family Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come as You Are Contemporary

Service with Communion
The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

 The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & WelcomingbSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022

From Page 5

every 150 students nationwide, according to the
report.

Congressional Offices
Race For The Cure

Staff of all three Northern Virginia congressmen
participated in the Susan G. Komen Global Race For
The Cure on the National Mall June 5.

Staff members for U.S. Reps. Gerry Connolly (D-
11), Jim Moran (D-8) and Frank Wolf (R-Va.) made
up three of the 43 congressional teams that took part
in the annual event, which raised more than $4 mil-
lion for breast cancer outreach and research.

— Julia O’Donoghue

Leave (Animal)
Babies Alone

It is not uncommon for wildlife mothers to be away
from their young to avoid attracting predators. This
is normal behavior. If a baby animal is hiding qui-
etly, it is usually not an orphan, and young animals

raised by their parents have better chances for sur-
vival.

Fairfax County’s wildlife biologist Vicky Monroe is
urging people to leave young animals alone. Accord-
ing to Monroe, with the advent of warm weather,
encounters between people and wildlife increase. The
number of baby animals that are “found” and taken
to the Animal Shelter, away from their natural habi-
tats also increases.

Most common species of animals taken by residents
include;

❖ Birds (fledglings have feathers, open eyes and
leave the nest before fully able to fly.

❖ Deer (fawn are left unattended by their moth-
ers 90% of the time)

❖ Rabbits (young rabbits are left unattended by
mothers during daylight)

❖ Turtles (young turtles fully independent upon
hatching from egg)

A young animal might be in need of rescue by a
certified wildlife rehabilitator or veterinarian if it is
found near deceased mother, has an obvious injury,
is in distress (crying and wandering) or in poor con-
dition (dirty, attracting flies, skinny).

For more about wildlife in Fairfax County, see
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/wildlife or for
more about injured wildlife, see
www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/injured/.

County Line

Faith Notes are for announce-
ments and events in the faith
community. Send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

Oakton Church of the
Brethren’s Family Fun Day will
be Saturday, June 12, 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., at the church at 10025
Courthouse Road, Vienna. Painting
a peace mural, face painting, crafts,
games, a moon bounce, a bake sale
and more. Free. 703-281-4411 or
www.oaktonbrethren.org.

The Hearts Afire Church
Picnic will be at 4:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 12, at The Church of
the Good Shepherd, 2351 Hunter
Mill Road in Vienna. The commu-
nity is invited to enjoy the picnic
and assist assembling ‘birthing kits’
for Haitian newborns and their
mothers. Moonbounce and games,
praise band J.C. Reigns, burgers
and hotdogs. Donations for church
mission projects welcome.
www.goodshepherdva.com.

Redeemer Lutheran Church,
1545 Chain Bridge Road in Mclean,
will collect for a Food Drive, 9 a.m.-
12 p.m. June 19. Donations can be

dropped off outside of music suite
A. Volunteer sorters, drivers and
special needs shoppers are also
needed. dmheier@yahoo.com or
703-573-2969.

Antioch Christian Church,
1860 Beulah Road in Vienna, in-
vites the community to Vienna
Family Fun Night, 6-9 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 26. Food, activities and
games, including a movie, for all
age groups, with prizes for certain
events. Free. 703-938-6753 or
www.antiochdoc.org.

Church of the Holy Cross,
2455 Gallows Road, Dunn Loring,
is offering an evening Vacation
Bible School at 5:30 p.m. from Sun-
day, July 18 through Thursday,
July 23. Dinner is included. Ages 3-
1/2 to 12 are welcome. $15
includes registration, a t-shirt and
a CD. pamnicholson@cox.net or
703-573-0250.

Epiphany United Methodist
Preschool, 1014 Country Club
Drive, N.E. in Vienna, is now en-
rolling 3-4-year-old students for
the 2010/2011 school year. Con-
tact 703-938-2391 or
www.epiphanypreschool.com.

Faith Notes
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When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper. For more real estate
listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Great Falls
1121 Riva Ridge Lane........$695,000...Sun 1-4....Robyn Carton...............Weichert....................703-622-0004

11411 Jordan Lane............$869,900...Sun 1-4....Robyn Carton...............Weichert....................703-622-0004

11444 Woolington Rd.....$1,497,500...Sun 1-4....Glynis Canto ................Weichert....................703-395-2355

11543 Tralee Dr...............$1,795,000...Sun 1-4....Lyons & McGiure Team...Weichert....................703-406-9009

Reston
1523 Northgate Square #23/1B...$198,000...Sun 1-4....Ritu Desai ....................Samson.....................703-625-4949

Oak Hill/Herndon
355 Woodgrove Ct.............$589,900...Sun1-4.....Laurie Mensing............Long & Foster...........703-965-8133

1616 Sadlers Well..............$435,000...Sun 1-4....Vicky Noufel.................Century 21................703-402-5416

11903 Crayton Creek..........$995,000...Sun 1-4....Christine Richardson...Weichert....................703-231-1812

11910 Crayton Ct...............$899,000...Sun 1-4....Carl Becker ..................Premier Properties....301-873-3221

Brambleton/Ashburn
42603 Good Hope Ln.........$555,000...Sun 1-4....Ritu Desai ....................Samson Properties ... 703-625-4949

McLean
1700 Fairview Ave...........$1,098,000...Sun 1-4....Laura Maschler............Weichert....................703-893-1500

6116 Franklin Park Rd.....$1,249,000...Sun 1-4....Jane Price....................Weichert....................703-893-1500

6200 Chesterbrook Rd.......$898,000...Sun 1-4....Laura Maschler............Weichert....................703-893-1500

Vienna
901 Potterton Circle, SW.$1,100,000... Sat 4-5/Sun 2-4...Robert Hilts..................Yeonas & Shafron.....703-919-8623

2787 Grovemore Lane....... $424,900...Sun 1-4....David Lloyd..................Weichert....................703-593-3204

11543 Tralee Dr, Great Falls • $1,795,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Lyons & McGiure Team, Weichert, 703-406-9009

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, June 12 & 13

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

A couple of weeks ago, a drunk
driver nearly took the life of a
young athlete. Chris Tate was
riding a motorized bike when a
speeding car hit him. Although his
foot had to be amputated, he was
lucky in many ways. He was taken
to the hospital quickly. He had
many other injuries, but none life-
threatening. He has a mother-in-
law who mobilized friends and
colleagues and organized a blood

drive in his honor. Deb Rudd
teaches chorus and general music
at Spring Hill Elementary School
in McLean. She arranged for
Inova’s Bloodmobile to spend June
1 in Spring Hill Elementary’s park-
ing lot, where teachers and par-
ents alike donated from 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Tate has a long road of reha-
bilitation ahead, but as he said to
Michelle, his wife of just a few
months, “I’m going to run again.”

Two fifth grade teachers, Bill Mosher and Deborah Bulford,
donate blood at Spring Hill Elementary on June 1.

Blood Drive at Spring Hill E.S. To
Help Injured Athlete

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

Samantha M. Fulton, 22, a 2005
graduate of Langley High School and
December 2009 graduate of Longwood
University, will attend St. George’s Uni-
versity School of Veterinary Medicine,
located on the island of Grenada, West
Indies, beginning in August 2010.  St.
George’s University has graduated
more than 450 veterinarians and over
8,000 physicians who are pursuing ca-
reers in various locations throughout
the globe. The veterinary school was
established 10 years ago and is affili-
ated with 29 schools of veterinary
medicine, most of which are in the
United States. Fulton is the daughter of
Steven Fulton of Great Falls and
Suzanne Fulton of Reston.

Fulton holds a degree with a major in
Biology pre-professional.  She is a mem-
ber of Tri-Beta National Biological
Honors Society, Kappa Lambda Chapter,
and Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority. She is
presently employed at Banfield Pet Hos-
pital in Reston.  In previous years, while
on school breaks, she worked as well as
interned at Seneca Hill Animal Hospital,
Resort and Spa in Great Falls. In addi-
tion, she has volunteered at The Equine
Rescue League in Loudoun County.

Ian Seth Rattner Malakoff of
Great Falls has graduated from Trinity
College in Hartford, Ct., with a major in
Hispanic studies with honors and eco-
nomics.

Christopher Au of McLean, at-
tending Thomas Jefferson High School
for Science Technology, is among
twenty of the nation’s top high school
chemistry students, representing 11
states, who will compete for a spot on
the United States’ team in the 42nd an-
nual International Chemistry Olympiad
to be held in Tokyo, Japan, July 19-28,
2010. Historically, the U.S. team,
which is sponsored by the American
Chemical Society (ACS), the world’s
largest scientific society, has been a
strong competitor at the international
event.  In 2009, the U.S. team won a
gold medal and three silver medals.  In
2008, the team won one silver and
three bronze medals. In 1999 and
2000, the American team won the top
gold medal.

Luke W. Knepper of McLean has
been awarded a corporate-sponsored
scholarship from the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation. Knepper, who
attends Thomas Jefferson High School
for Science and Technology and in-
tends a career in computer science, will
receive a National Merit CSC Scholar-
ship.

Schools

Samantha M. Fulton
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Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Lynn Kemmerer
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

Great Falls $1,495,000

Great Falls $999,900

Great Falls $799,000

Great Falls $2,850,000

Great Falls $1,100,000

Great Falls $1,295,000 Great Falls $1,995,000 Great Falls $3,450,000

Great Falls $1,150,000

Great Falls $1,075,000

Great Falls $1,550,000 McLean $725,000

Leesburg $625,000

Great Falls $1,100,000

Ashburn $299,000
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